Patients in a permanent vegetative state or minimally conscious state in the Maine-et-Loire county of France: A cross-sectional, descriptive study by V. Saoût et al.
Patients in a permanent vegetative state or minimally
conscious state in the Maine-et-Loire county of France: A
cross-sectional, descriptive study
Submitted by Emmanuel Lemoine on Wed, 11/12/2014 - 16:29
Titre Patients in a permanent vegetative state or minimally conscious state in the Maine-et-Loire county of France: A cross-sectional, descriptive study
Type de
publication Article de revue
Auteur Saoût, V. [1], Ombredane, M.-P. [2], Mouillie, Jean-Marc [3], Marteau, C. [4], Mathé,J.-F. [5], Richard, Isabelle [6]
Editeur Elsevier Masson





Pagination 96 - 104
Volume 53
Titre de la
revue Annals of Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine
ISSN 1877-0657
Mots-clés
Charge en soins [7], État paucirelationnel [8], État végétatif chronique [9], ethics
[10], ethique [11], Minimally conscious state [12], Nursing [13], Permanent
vegetative state [14], Unités dédiées [15]
Résumé en
anglais
PurposesTo determine how many patients in a permanent vegetative state or a
minimally conscious state are living in healthcare institutions in the Maine-et-Loire
county of western France. To evaluate patient management, physical complications,
problems encountered by nursing staff and the patient care teams’ wishes. Patients
and methods We performed a cross-sectional, descriptive study in physical medicine
and rehabilitation departments, nursing homes, geriatric units and local hospitals.
All patients and their medical records were examined by the same investigator. A
questionnaire for carers was used to evaluate nursing tasks and a second
questionnaire for head nurses served to assess staff needs and the patient care
teams’ wishes. Results Thirteen patients were identified. Four were in a permanent
vegetative state and nine were in a minimally conscious state. Ten patients were
cared for in geriatric units, one in a physical medicine and rehabilitation department
and two in local hospitals. All patients displayed limited joint angle ranges. All the
patient care teams reported practical difficulties and ethical issues. Discussion Our
survey highlighted the variety of care scenarios for patients in a permanent
vegetative state or a minimally conscious state. It revealed practical difficulties and,
above all, ethical questions. The present work could serve as a basis for
implementation of a recently issued French government circular on defining specific
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